
In the name of God, we will do and succeed 
Sunday, 26 of Elul, 5764     12 of September, 2004 

 
PROCESS OF CONVERSION 

 A. The convert must enter into the religion out of love of the religion and faith in 
the God of Israel and his holy Torah, in truth and innocence, in order to join with the 
Jewish people and to behave according to the Karaite way, in faith and honesty. 
 
 B. The convert must be an adult, having mental facilities and understand what it is 
he intends to do, and minors will be guided by their parents and they will educate them 
according to the Torah and their association with their Judaism. 
 
 C. The conversion must be of free will, not forced, not coerced and not obligated, 
not threatened, and the conversion shall not be conditional upon the giving of benefits or 
the prevention of benefits.  The conversion has no specific time period. 
 
 D. The convert shall declare in writing that he has a sincere intent and a sincere 
will to receive upon himself, to study all the subject applied to the convert and will 
experience it according to his ability, in a practical manner, to do the positive and 
negative commandments. 
 
 E. A couple that is converting must go through a new marriage ceremony. 
 
 F. In the event where one party of the couple refuses to convert together or 
separately, a wife shall separate from her husband, as it is written: “He was guilty by Baal 
and he died” (Hosea, Chapter 13, Verse 1). 
 
SUBJECTS AND BOOKS OF STUDY 
 
 A. The Holy Tongue - “Ohel Avraham”, by Avraham Cochai, “La’Regel 
Ha’Yeladim”, by Eliyahu Kazaz, or any other book according to the spoken language and 
ability of the convert; The convert must know the holy tongue at a minimum that is 
sufficient for understanding how to uphold the commandments of the Torah, the reading 
of the blessings and the shortened prayers (requirements of the exam). 
 
 B. Principles of Faith - One may choose any book, according to the 
understanding of the convert, like: “Ma’ayan Chayim” and “Yeriot Shlomo” (in Hebrew), 
“Yesodot Ha’Dat Ha’Karait” by Yacov Duvan, “Karaite Catechism” by M. Firkowitz 
(Russian-Hebrew), or any other book in the language of the convert. 
 C. Study of the basics of Karaism, including Shabbat, Holidays and Festivals of 
Israel, Laws of Mourning, and  good behavioral characteristics, such as integrity, 
honesty, humbleness, modesty and the like – in the above mentioned books. 
 D. Study of the commandments in an in-depth manner (especially from the 
aforementioned books) and especially in a practical manner.  The practical part will prove 
to the convert whether he is convinced and able to uphold them. 
 



RITUALS 
 
 After the study phases and success in the in-depth and practical exams, the 
convert will determine if he wishes to continue in the way of the light and he will merit 
the glory of the honorable creator, in the kindness of his goodness and greatness of his 
grace.  If the answer is indeed positive, the phases of the rituals will begin: 
 
 A. The convert must be circumcised (only in a hospital alone), and the shaving of 
the hair and cutting of the nails for a female convert 1; 
 
 B. Washing and Changing of Clothes. 
 
 C. A Day of Fasting (In place of offering a sacrifice).  The fast will end with a 
festive evening prayer with the participation of the teaching staff and the holy community 
that accepts him as a convert with happiness and kindness. 
 
 D. Just as the groom obligates himself to the bride and swears, and the bride 
obligates herself to the groom at the time of the Huppa, so too the convert will go through 
a ritual of entering into the spiritual world by way of a declaration (oath) which shall be 
formatted in a manner similar to a Ketuba, wherein he shall sign upon it and it shall be 
confirmed by the hon. Chief Rabbi, his assistant and the staff of teachers who prepared 
the convert.  He shall read the declaration or oath, make a blessing over wine and the 
appropriate blessings. 
 
All other situations will be deliberated according to their circumstances. 
 
We, the members of the council for matters of conversion, hereby confirm that which is stated above: 
Rabbi Eliyahu Marzuk, Chief Rabbi (Signature)  
Rabbi Avaraham Gaver, Deputy of the Chief Rabbi (Signature) 
Hazzan Avaraham Kefeli (Signature) 
Hazzan Nehemia Gordon (Signature) 
Hazzan Moshe Yosef Firrouz (Signature)  
Moshe Yosef, Chairman of the High Council (Signature)  
Rabbi Eliyahu Dabbah (Signature) 
 

(Seal): Universal Karaite Judaism in Israel 
 
1 According to the book “Aderet Eliyahu”, Ways of Women (Pages 300-301) - The law of the oath applies 
to every female convert, whether she is a daughter to a Jewish father or mother, or the opposite: “And the 
conversion shall be in accordance with her decision at the time of the shaving of the hair, cutting her nails, 
and removal her clothes of bondage. The rule about washing and sprinkling with the waters of the red 
heifer is learned from the verse, “you and your captives”.  And so too is the rule for males converting.”. 
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